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Introduction
Welcome to the 2018 York Dante Preview magazine presented by Timeform in conjunction with 
Betfair, featuring a full preview of each of the meeting’s pattern races, including the Dante itself, 
of course, as well as the handicappers to follow feature and much more.

The feature on Wednesday’s card is the Duke of York Stakes, which is run over six furlongs and has 
been won by proven Group 1 performers in the past, most recently Society Rock in 2013. There will 
have been few finer sprinters to have graced this race than Harry Angel, though, and Clive Cox’s 
charge will be a hot favourite to add to Group 1 wins in the Diamond Jubilee and July Cup last 
season. He is forced to concede 5 lb to last year’s winner Tasleet and Brando, who has race fitness 
on his side after a comfortable victory in last month’s Abernant Stakes, but Harry Angel is clearly a 
rare talent when on song, and he looks sure to take all the beating on his return to action.

The Musidora Stakes, which is a recognised Oaks trial, also takes place on Wednesday. John Gosden 
and Frankie Dettori have teamed up to land the last three renewals and will be represented by 
the unexposed Highgarden this time round. Their previous winners were all sent off at odds-
on, though, whereas Highgarden is not even favourite with Betfair at the time of writing, with that 
honour instead falling to the similarly lightly-raced Ceilidhs Dream for Ralph Beckett.

Golden Horn and Jack Hobbs went on to finish first and second in the Derby after filling the 
same positions in the Dante Stakes in 2015, and their trainer John Gosden will be hoping 
another Epsom contender can emerge from his two runners in Thursday’s feature race, with 
Crossed Baton and Roaring Lion set to put their Classic claims on the line. The latter has 
already turned up in one of the big tests for the Classic generation, finishing a good fifth behind 
Saxon Warrior in the 2000 Guineas, while Crossed Baton arrives here on the back of a comfortable 
victory in the Blue Riband Trial, a race Permian was second in before winning this race 12 months 
ago. Permian’s connections are represented by Mildenberger in this year’s renewal, while 
Wells Farhh Go will also be doing his best to ensure the prize stays in Yorkshire.

The Middleton Stakes is the other pattern race on the card, and is open to fillies and mares aged 
four and over. Coronet ran well in a trio of Group 1s in the second half of 2017, including when 
chasing home stablemate Enable in the Yorkshire Oaks at the Ebor Festival, and is certainly an 
interesting contender. She could be vulnerable here after seven months off and running over a 
trip short of her best, though, with Mori and Irish raider Turret Rocks among those who could 
take advantage should she fail to reach the heights of last season.

Finally, Stradivarius looks set to go off a hot favourite for Friday’s Yorkshire Cup. He didn’t duck 
a single challenge in a busy three-year-old campaign, recording a first Group 1 victory when 
beating his elders in the Goodwood Cup, and it would be no surprise if there were more to come 
from him this time round, though there may need to be with a race-fit Torcedor among the 
potential opposition in this Group 2.

All in all, we look set for another fantastic three days racing on the Knavesmire, with the Dante in 
particular shaping up to be a most interesting renewal—head over to Betfair Sportsbook now to 
place your bets!

https://www.betfair.com/sport/horse-racing
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York Track & Stats

Left handed, flat. In essence, York is a very fair track, ideal for the long-striding galloper. In recent seasons, 
the field tends to come more down the centre of the track than has historically been the case, particularly 
if conditions are testing. The track was made into a circuit in 2005, and offers a straight 5f/6f track, while 
7f races start on a chute. Although it has a reputation for suiting front-runners, the data suggests that if 
anything, the opposite is true.

MOST SUCCESSFUL TRAINERS AT YORK 2013-2017

Trainer Wins Runs % Trainer Wins Runs %
David O'Meara 47 470 10.00% Sir Michael Stoute 23 110 20.91%

William Haggas 46 206 22.33% John Gosden 20 92 21.74%

Richard Fahey 45 752 5.98% Mark Johnston 18 304 5.92%

Kevin Ryan 32 327 9.79% Saeed bin Suroor 17 111 15.32%

Tim Easterby 27 413 6.54% Brian Ellison 13 197 6.60%

Level Throughout

YORK

1m 177yds

7f 192yds

7f

1m 2f 56yds

1m 5f  188yds
1m 3f  188yds

6f 5f 2m 1f 188yds

5f 89yds
2m 56yds

N

http://bit.ly/1mYea36
http://bit.ly/TFVCode
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Duke of York Stakes
The Duke of York Stakes is a Group 2 run over six furlongs and has been won 
by several proven Group 1 performers in the past, including Society Rock, who 
gave weight and a beating to the Clive Cox-trained Lethal Force in 2013. Lethal 
Force would go on to reverse the placings in both the Diamond Jubilee Stakes 
and the July Cup, but Cox is still seeking a first win in this race. He will have 
few better chances to get on the board than this year, however, with reigning 
champion sprinter Harry Angel set to make his reappearance…
A Group 2 winner as a juvenile, Harry Angel 
quickly developed into a top-class performer last 
season, recording wins in the Sandy Lane Stakes 
at Haydock (course-record time), the July Cup at 
Newmarket and the Sprint Cup back at Haydock 
(by four lengths from Tasleet). He looked in a 
different league to his rivals on the latter occasion 
and, though failing to confirm that promise on 

his final start at Ascot, it would be no surprise 
if there were more to come from him as a four-
year-old. 3 lb clear on Timeform ratings despite 
conceding weight all round, he looks sure to take 
all the beating if anywhere near his best, with 
this speed-favouring track also expected to suit.

Tasleet is already proven over this C&D, unbeaten 
in two starts including this race (by two and a 

Last year's winner Tasleet is back to try retain his crown
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Duke of York - Past Winners

2017 Tasleet 4-9-8 14/1 William Haggas Jim Crowley 12 ran

2016 Magical Memory 4-9-8 5/2f Charles Hills Frankie Dettori 12 ran

2015 Glass Office 5-9-8 40/1 David Simcock Jim Crowley 15 ran

2014 Maarek 7-9-13 12/1 Miss Evanna McCutcheon Declan McDonogh 13 ran

2013 Society Rock 6-9-13 10/1 James Fanshawe Kieren Fallon 17 ran

half lengths from Magical Memory) 12 months 
ago. He was rather put in his place in the 
aforementioned Sprint Cup, but it is still difficult 
to knock his record in all the top sprints last 
season, having also filled the runner-up spot in 
the Diamond Jubilee Stakes and the Champions 
Sprint Stakes (Harry Angel fourth, Brando 
sixth), both at Ascot. He certainly deserves to 
add another big win to his tally this term and 
looks sure to give another good account here.

Brando does not boast as consistent a profile 
as Tasleet—he reportedly bled when a tailed-
off favourite in this race last year—but Kevin 
Ryan’s charge is clearly a very smart performer 
on his day, as he showed when recording a 
first Group 1 win in the Prix Maurice de Gheest 
at Deauville last August. He made a winning 
reappearance after six months off (also had 
wind operation) in the Abernant Stakes at 
Newmarket (for second year running) last time, 
and is another who could take advantage should 
the favourite not come up to scratch here.

Gelded since last seen, Sir Dancealot shaped 
well when second in the Abernant, forced 
to come from rear in a slowly-run race and 
doing well under the circumstances to be 
beaten just three quarters of a length. That 
represented a step in the right direction 
after a largely frustrating 2017 campaign, 
though he needs a career best to figure 
now stepping up further in grade.

Similar comments apply to the remaining 
three entries, headed by last-time-out listed 
winner Perfect Pasture. The fact that he’s 
proven himself fit and in top form is at least a 
plus, and more than can be said for Artistica 
and Ornate. That pair were well held on their 
respective seasonal debuts and, though likely 
to come on for the run, even their best form 
leaves them both with plenty to find here.

In summary, this looks a hot renewal of this 
Group 2 despite the small field, with Harry 
Angel arguably the star attraction on show 
at the entire meeting. He has to concede 
5 lb to a pair of top sprinters in the shape of 
Tasleet and Brando, but the pick of his efforts 
last term set a clear standard, and the four-
year-old could afford to arrive here a little 
undercooked and still win on that evidence.

Selection Bet now

HARRY ANGEL

Timeform Ratings (weight adjusted)

HARRY ANGEL 133

TASLEET 130

BRANDO 129

SIR DANCEALOT 126

PERFECT PASTURE 124

https://www.betfair.com/sport/horse-racing/meeting?marketId=924.138959721&exchangeWinMarketId=1.143864151&eventId=28728514&raceTime=1526481000000&dayToSearch=20180516 
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Musidora Stakes
The Musidora Stakes, a 1¼m Group 3 open to three-year-old fillies, is a leading 
trial for the Oaks, with six winners of the race have gone on to achieve victory 
at Epsom the following month—the first was Noblesse in 1963, and the most 
recent was Sariska in 2009. The 2015 winner Star of Seville, on the other hand, 
went on to land the Prix de Diane, the French equivalent of the Oaks, for trainer 
John Gosden, who will again saddle the likely favourite as he and Frankie 
Dettori bid for a fourth consecutive victory in this race…
By the same sire as Enable, a first Classic winner 
for Nathaniel in the 2017 Oaks, Highgarden 
looked a good prospect in justifying short odds 
at the first time of asking at Newbury in October, 
hitting the front over a furlong out and keeping 
on well to win in dominant fashion. There was 
plenty of encouragement to be taken from 
her return at Sandown last month, too, though 
finishing only third at 11/10-on, as she still looked 

green and was only really hitting top gear in 
the latter stages. She is expected to improve 
significantly with that outing under her belt and 
it would be no surprise if she were to enhance 
her Oaks credentials with a bold show here.

A winner of a minor event at Lingfield in 
September, Give And Take proved better 
than ever when second in the Sandown 
race that played host to Highgarden’s return, 

Shutter Speed gave connections a third 
consecutive win in this race last year
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Musidora Stakes - Past Winners

2017 Shutter Speed 9-0 4/7f John Gosden Frankie Dettori 5 ran

2016 So Mi Dar 9-0 4/5f John Gosden Frankie Dettori 7 ran

2015 Star of Seville 9-0 4/6f John Gosden Frankie Dettori 5 ran

2014 Madame Chiang 9-0 8/1 David Simcock Kieren Fallon 9 ran

2013 Liber Nauticus 8-12 4/6f Sir Michael Stoute Ryan Moore 6 ran

no sooner wearing down the leading pair 
than overwhelmed by the promising Crystal 
Hope inside the final furlong. With just a 
length and a quarter between her and 
Highgarden on that occasion, the pair are 
seemingly very closely matched, though 
John Gosden’s filly is perhaps open to the 
more improvement after just two starts.

Top on Timeform’s weight-adjusted ratings and 
the main threat to that pair according to the 
betting is the Ralph Beckett-trained Ceilidhs 
Dream. She stepped up markedly on her debut 
form when getting off the mark at Newmarket 
last month, forced to deliver her challenge from 
the rear after a slow break and ultimately doing 
well to run down the runner-up with a bit in 
hand. The front two were clear of the rest and 
she looks likely to go on improving, while it is 
worth noting that she is not entered in the Oaks, 
far from guaranteed to stay a mile and a half on 
breeding (half-sister to a five-furlong winner).

Dancing Brave Bear and Ejtyah come into this 
race with similarly unexposed profiles, unbeaten 
in three combined starts. The former followed 
up her debut success with a comfortable victory 
at Chelmsford last time, leaving the impression 
this longer trip will be well within her range, 
and it would be no surprise if there were 
more to come on her turf debut, while Ejtyah 
was value for more than the official winning 
margin when making a winning debut, also at 

Chelmsford, in December. She did well to win 
given how the race developed that day (came 
from rear in a steadily-run race) and is open to 
considerable progress, with David Simcock’s 
filly likely to relish the extra two furlongs here.

The form of Lubinka’s sixth in the Fillies’ Mile 
is among the best on offer in this field, but 
she has less scope for improvement than most 
than this line up and looks likely to come up 
a bit short, a comment that also applies to 
recent Beverley winner Expensive Liaison.

In summary, it could pay to concentrate on the 
top three in the betting here, with Highgarden 
fancied to show the benefit of her return 
with a second career victory. Her connections 
know what it takes to win this race and it is 
worth remembering the excellent impression 
she created on her debut in the autumn.

Selection Bet now

HIGHGARDEN

Timeform Ratings (weight adjusted)

CEILIDHS DREAM 109p

LUBINKA 108

HIGHGARDEN 103p

GIVE AND TAKE 102p

DANCING BRAVE BEAR 99p

https://www.betfair.com/sport/horse-racing/meeting?marketId=924.138959714&exchangeWinMarketId=1.143864156&eventId=28728514&raceTime=1526483100000&dayToSearch=20180516 
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Middleton Stakes
Sir Michael Stoute is the leading trainer in the Middleton Stakes, a 1¼m Group 2 
open to fillies and mares aged four years or older, having recorded six victories 
over the years. It could easily have been seven, too, but for a steady pace in last 
year’s renewal, Smart Call one of two runners for the Newmarket handler who 
were inconvenienced in a most unsatisfactory contest…
A multiple Group 1 winner for previous 
connections in South Africa, Smart Call was 
making her stable debut when beaten just a 
length and a half 12 months ago, shaping well 
on her first start for 16 months, but she failed 
to build on that as expected in five subsequent 
starts, doing no better than her fourth in the 
Prix Jean Romanet at Deauville. Down markedly 
in grade, she was unable to make the most of 
what looked a good opportunity on her return 
in a listed race at Kempton and, though the step 

back up in trip will be in her favour here, she is 
hardly one to have maximum faith in at present.

The beautifully-bred Mori has more to find 
on Timeform weight-adjusted ratings than her 
stablemate, but it would be no surprise if she 
emerged as the best of Stoute’s runners, closely 
matched with favourite Coronet judged on 
their Ribblesdale encounter at Royal Ascot last 
season. There was only a neck between them 
(in Coronet’s favour) that day, but their careers 
went in rather different directions from that 

Blond Me was a shock winner of the Middleton Stakes 12 months ago
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point, with Mori failing to meet expectations 
in a listed race at York and a Group 3 at 
Newmarket. She needs to bounce back if she 
is to be competitive here, but a wind operation 
over the winter could just work the trick.

Coronet, on the other hand, went from strength 
to strength after her Ascot success, ending the 
season with a trio of smart efforts in Group 1s, 
including when three and three quarter lengths 
third to Hydrangea (Horseplay eighth) on her 
final start in the Champions Fillies & Mares Stakes 
back at Ascot. The drop back to this trip is a slight 
concern after seven months off, though, and 
she will need all of her class to see her through 
here, with a first win at the highest level likely 
to be her chief target this term. Horseplay was 
a useful three-year-old and could have more to 
offer this term, but will need to in this company.

The Jim Bolger-trained Turret Stakes already has 
some smart Group 1 form to her name, having 
finished four and three quarter lengths third to 
Nezwaah in the Pretty Polly Stakes at the Curragh 
in 2017. Reported to be a stronger filly this this 
time round, she shaped as if needing the run 
when fourth after 10 months off in a Group 2 at 
Naas last time and will relish the return to a sound 
surface here, while Jim Bolger doesn’t bring 
his horses over from Ireland for the sake of it.

Indian Blessing appears to have plenty to find 
on what she has achieved so far, but it would be 
no surprise if Chain of Daisies played a hand in 
the finish, having proved as good as ever when 
winning a listed race at Newmarket on her final 
start. That wasn’t a competitive race for the 
grade, but she’s a consistent filly, smart on her 
day, and should continue to give a good account.

In summary, this trip might be on the short 
side for Coronet on her return and, at the 
prices, it could be worth taking a chance on 
the race-fit Turret Rocks. Good ground and 
1¼m are just about her optimum conditions, 
as she showed when third in the Pretty Polly 
last year, and a repeat of that form could 
be good enough in a weak renewal.

Middleton Stakes - Past Winners

2017 Blond Me 5-9-0 11/1 Andrew Balding Oisin Murphy 4 ran

2016 Beautiful Romance 4-9-0 5/1 Saeed bin Suroor James Doyle 7 ran

2015 Secret Gesture 5-9-0 7/2 Ralph Beckett Andrea Atzeni 8 ran

2014 Ambivalent 5-9-0 9/2 Roger Varian Andrea Atzeni 8 ran

2013 Dalkala 4-9-0 2/1f Alain de Royer-Dupre Christophe Lemaire 8 ran

Selection Bet now

TURRET ROCKS

Timeform Ratings (weight adjusted)

CORONET 129

SMART CALL 128

CHAIN OF DAISIES 125

MORI 125

TURRET ROCKS 125

https://www.betfair.com/sport/horse-racing/meeting?marketId=924.139100522&exchangeWinMarketId=1.143896926&eventId=28729890&raceTime=1526565300000&dayToSearch=20180517 
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Dante Stakes
The Dante Stakes has firmly established itself as the leading trial for the Derby 
and is named after the most recent Yorkshire-trained winner of the Epsom 
Classic in 1945. Horses carrying the white rose have a good record in this race 
in recent years, too, with three wins since 2013, and the hot streak could easily 
continue with two interesting contenders only having short journeys to make 
to the Knavesmire for this year’s renewal…
Mark Johnston won the race with Permian 
last season and the same connections are 
represented by Mildenberger here. He showed 
useful form last season and took another step 
forward when winning a listed race on his return 
at Newmarket last month. The son of Teofilo 
shaped really promisingly with an eye to longer 
trips, too, his stamina really kicking in late on, and 
this looks the logical next step. Wells Farhh Go 
also looks sure to relish the step up to 1¼m, 
though he is likely to need even further than this 

in time (has the St Leger as a possible target), and 
it is a slight concern that we haven’t seen him 
since his Acomb Stakes victory here last August.

John Gosden has won two of the last three 
renewals of this race and is responsible for Blue 
Riband Trial winner Crossed Baton and 2000 
Guineas fifth Roaring Lion this time round. 
The former has improved with each start this 
season, taking the step up in class in his stride 
at Epsom last time. Admittedly, he was given 

The ill-fated Permian showed a good attitude to win the Dante Stakes last year
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an enterprising ride that day, but still showed a 
determined attitude to hold off My Lord And 
Master and Dee Ex Bee, both of whom ran well 
on their next starts at Chester. This will require 
another step forward, but he has a nice profile 
and should continue to give a good account.

Roaring Lion bounced back from his Craven 
flop when behind Saxon Warrior in the Guineas, 
running close to the level that saw him make 
a race of it with that same rival in the Racing 
Post Trophy last season. He might have done 
even better if he was with the main group in 
the closing stages, hanging left and ending up 
isolated on the near rail. This strong-travelling 
type will be suited by the step up in trip here 
and certainly has the ability to win a good race. 
White Mocha pipped Roaring Lion for second 
in the Craven, but it would be unwise to take 
that form too literally and, though open to 
improvement, he has plenty to find on ratings.

Aidan O’Brien has won the Dante four times in 
total and will be relying on James Cook and 
Zabriskie as he attempts to bring up the five-
timer. James Cook could only finish fourth to 
Crossed Baton at Epsom last time, but he shaped 
better than the bare result, poorly placed and 
ultimately doing well to finish as close as he 
did. He didn’t look the finished article, either, 
and this brother to the high-class Found could 
yet have more to offer. Zabriskie wasn’t far 

behind James Cook in sixth and should improve 
for the run, but others make more appeal.

Nordic Lights represents Godolphin in the 
absence of the injured Ghaiyyath. He maintained 
his unbeaten record in the style of a smart 
prospect in a minor event at Newmarket 
last month, defying a penalty, and seems 
sure to progress further. Merlin Magic is 
another who is stepping up markedly in 
grade, but there was lots to like about last 
month’s handicap win at Sandown, and the 
step up in trip here is expected to suit.

In summary, Mildenberger makes most 
appeal at the prices. A strong stayer in the 
making, he is fancied to draw the sting out 
of the speedier Roaring Lion and can give 
connections another win in what doesn’t 
look the strongest renewal of the Dante. 

Selection Bet now

MILDENBERGER

Timeform Ratings (weight adjusted)

ROARING LION 134

MILDENBERGER 126p

WELLS FARHH GO 125p

NORDIC LIGHTS 121p

MERLIN MAGIC 117

Dante Stakes - Past Winners

2017 Permian 9-0 10/1 Mark Johnston Franny Norton 10 ran

2016 Wings of Desire 9-0 9/1 John Gosden Frankie Dettori 12 ran

2015 Golden Horn 9-0 4/1 John Gosden William Buick 7 ran

2014 The Grey Gatsby 9-0 9/1 Kevin Ryan Ryan Moore 6 ran

2013 Libertarian 9-0 33/1 Mrs K Burke William Buick 8 ran

https://www.betfair.com/sport/horse-racing/meeting?marketId=924.139100519&exchangeWinMarketId=1.143896931&eventId=28729890&raceTime=1526567400000&dayToSearch=20180517 
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Yorkshire Cup
Sir Michael Stoute has been the trainer to follow in the Yorkshire Cup in recent 
years, winning three of the last four renewals, with the most recent of those 
coming courtesy of Dartmouth in a thrilling finish 12 months ago. Stoute is set 
to be without a runner in the 2018 renewal, but Dartmouth’s owner, none other 
than HM The Queen, is still likely to be represented by the William Haggas-
trained Call To Mind…
Call To Mind is not without a chance, either, 
as he attempts to provide his owner with back-
to-back wins in this Group 2. He won two of 
his six starts last season, including a listed race 
at Goodwood (by a length and a quarter from 
Count Octave), and the form of his second in 
a Group 2 at Chantilly could hardly have worked 
out better, with the winner Ice Breeze going 
on to win at the highest level. Call To Mind 
looked in need of the run when fourth on his 

return in the John Porter Stakes at Newbury and 
should have more to offer as a four-year-old.

The one he and all of his rivals have to beat 
appears to be Stradivarius, however. Trained by 
John Gosden, Stradivarius was very progressive 
last season, winning a handicap at Beverley and 
the Queen’s Vase at Royal Ascot before beating 
his elders in the Goodwood Cup. He posted 
big efforts when third on his final two starts 
that season, too, in the St Leger at Doncaster 

Clever Cookie in the winners enclosure after winning this race in 2016
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and the Long Distance Cup at Ascot, and looks 
sure to be a leading contender for top staying 
honours this term, with this a good starting 
point given his very smart form at the trip.

One place ahead of Stradivarius in the Long 
Distance Cup was Torcedor, who proved as 
good as ever when winning the Sagaro Stakes 
back at Ascot last time. A repeat of that form 
would appear to give him every chance here, 
though it is worth pointing out that his very 
best efforts have come at two miles. Desert 
Skyline, Montaly and the 2016 winner of 
this race Clever Cookie were all behind 
Torcedor in the Sagaro and look up against it 
once again, with the former perhaps lacking 
the necessary speed for this trip (also carries 
3 lb penalty for his 2017 Doncaster Cup win).

Marmelo and Wicklow Brave (has been 
hurdling) make their first starts in this sphere 
since finishing ninth and tenth, respectively, in 
the Melbourne Cup. The former was a close-
up fifth in this race before winning the Prix 
Kergorlay at Deauville in 2017, though quick 
ground here would be a concern (unraced 
on faster than good), while Wicklow Brave 
is very smart on his day but not the most 
consistent. Indeed, Max Dynamite makes 
most appeal of the two Willie Mullins-trained 
entries. Third in the aforementioned Melbourne 
Cup, he is fit from hurdling and should run well 

back at the scene of his 2015 Lonsdale Cup 
win, with Ryan Moore looking set to ride. 

Others to note include On To Victory and 
Red Verdon. The former proved better than 
ever when second after seven months off in a 
listed race at Nottingham last time, pulling clear 
of the rest, and should continue to give a good 
account, while Red Verdon could yet have a 
better performance in him now trying staying 
trips again. Lord Yeats shaped well, too, when 
second on his return in a Group 3 at Navan.

In summary, there is very little the separate 
the best of these on form, but if there is one 
horse in here that can take the staying ranks 
by storm in 2018 it is Stradivarius. He made a 
good fist of it last year in what is a notoriously 
tough division for three-year-olds and may 
yet prove capable of better this time round.

Yorkshire Cup - Past Winners

2017 Dartmouth 5-9-1 11/4 Sir Michael Stoute Ryan Moore 8 ran

2016 Clever Cookie 8-9-1 5/2 Peter Niven P. J. McDonald 5 ran

2015 Snow Sky 4-9-0 5/2 Sir Michael Stoute Ryan Moore 6 ran

2014 Gospel Choir 4-9-0 7/2f Sir Michael Stoute Ryan Moore 12 ran

2013 Glen’s Diamond 5-9-0 25/1 Richard Fahey Tony Hamilton 8 ran

Selection Bet now

STRADIVARIUS

Timeform Ratings (weight adjusted)

MARMELO 133

STRADIVARIUS 133

TORCEDOR 133

MAX DYNAMITE 131

WICKLOW BRAVE 129

https://www.betfair.com/sport/horse-racing 
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YORK DANTE

Handicappers To Follow
Timeform’s expert team of handicappers bring you four horses to back at York’s 
Dante Festival...

HAMADA – 14:20 York, Wednesday 16th May Charlie Appleby

Timeform rating (101p) Hamada has clearly not been the most straightforward to train, but 
he rewarded the decision to persevere with him in some style when winning a handicap at 
Wolverhampton last time, making light of a 19-month absence to score in ready fashion. Charlie 
Appleby’s charge has a 5 lb rise in the weights to contend with in a much more competitive event to 
kick-start proceedings on the Knavesmire, but he has the potential to climb higher still if able to stand 
more regular racing, and is one to keep on side for a yard that can seemingly do no wrong at present. 

ORION’S BOW – 14:55 York, Wednesday 16th May Tim Easterby

Timeform rating (103) Orion’s Bow may have recorded a brilliant five-timer in 2016—climbing some 
37 lb in the weights in doing so—but the highs of that campaign seem a long time ago now, with 
Tim Easterby’s charge having failed to win in 10 starts last season. He shaped with considerable 
promise on more than one occasion, however, and there was plenty of encouragement to be taken 
from his return at Pontefract last month, running on strongly after being forced to switch inside the 
final furlong. The return to six furlongs will be in his favour and it looks only a matter of time before 
he strikes, now 7 lb below his last winning mark.

COMMANDER HAN – 16:35 York, Wednesday 16th May Kevin Ryan

Timeform rating (102p) Wednesday’s three-year-old handicap at York is invariably one of the more 
competitive races of its type, but there is one horse who stands out this time round in the shape 
of Commander Han. A seven-length winner of a Chelmsford minor event in February, he improved 
again when second in a similar contest back there last time, looking the winner when moving clear 
early in the straight only to be run down by a promising newcomer. That rival has won again since 
and Commander Han looks on a more than fair mark for his handicap bow, top on Timeform weight-
adjusted ratings with the prospect of more to come.

ORIGINAL CHOICE – 16:05 York, Thursday 17th May William Haggas 

Timeform rating (111) William Haggas loves nothing more than having winners on the Knavesmire 
and the Skipton-born trainer would appear to hold sound claims of getting on the scoreboard, if 
he isn’t already, with Original Choice in Thursday’s 1m handicap. A winner of two of his six starts last 
season (also finished second on three occasions), he got back on the up with a comfortable victory 
at Wetherby last time, travelling strongly and quickening well to lead entering the final furlong. He 
appeared to have more in hand than the neck-winning margin would suggest and looks sure to go 
well again from just 3 lb higher, his versatility in terms of tactics a big plus.



FIND BETS FASTER 
AND SMARTER

At timeform.com and on the App

Create a list of horses to 
bet on today with free 
My Timeform Filter.

Narrow the fields based 
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Pick the best over 
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and more. All at the 
touch of a button!
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